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FOR ALL  CREATION
THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S,  
AND EVERYTHING IN IT,
THE WORLD,  
AND ALL WHO LIVE IN IT… 
PSALM 24:1
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As Christians and leaders in the church, we have an 
opportunity to encourage and inspire others with a vision  
of God’s justice, freedom and restoration. Our world is facing 
unprecedented challenges, many of which are complex 
and difficult to address. This introductory paper for church 
leaders has been created to empower you to lead others in 
a gracious and informed conversation about the impacts of 
COVID-19 and climate change on our world’s most vulnerable 
communities. It is an invitation to join together as we play our 
part in building a more just, compassionate and sustainable 
world – for all creation.
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The crises of 2020 compounded and exposed 
the brokenness in our world that, in “normal 
times”, often remains hidden. A world with 
greater inequality than ever, a changing 
climate that is devastating poor communities 
and, for the first time in decades, the number 
of people living in poverty on the rise. 

And yet, in the midst of all this, reasons for 
profound hope have emerged. Signposts of 
the bigger restorative work God is doing in 
our world.  Neighbours, communities and 
governments have responded in unlikely and 
creative ways. We have seen what we are 
capable of when the need is clear. 

Across the whole of society, as we recover 
and rebuild, we have what may be a once-
in-a-generation opportunity to create a 
better way forward. Christian leaders, and 
the church in Australia, can play a powerful 

and prophetic part in this: shining God’s light 
and calling for change that expresses God’s 
justice and desire for all creation to flourish.

Around the world, leaders 
are making decisions that 
will shape the world we live 
in for decades to come. Now 
is the time for people of faith 
to step out with a vision of 
God’s justice, freedom  
and restoration. 

Together, we can show God’s love in action 
to help our most vulnerable neighbours and 
reset towards a more just, compassionate 
and sustainable society – for all creation.

Introduction
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As Christians we know that God has gifted 
humanity with a beautiful and abundant 
world, and yet, despite all our progress, 
the fruits of that abundance have not been 
shared. Hundreds of millions of people have 
been excluded and exploited. At the same 
time, we have pushed the natural world 
beyond its limits.

COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic has meant that for 
the first time in decades, progress to end 
poverty is being reversed and as many as 163 
million more people could be pushed into 
poverty by the end of 2021.1  The impact of 
the pandemic has seen economies shrink, 
supply chains disrupted, schools closed 

and remittances cut off.  Some 370 million 
children are missing out on meals from 
school feeding programs, and millions more 
are being impacted by reduced household 
income and consumption2. 

Recovery efforts in low-income countries are 
being hampered by the uneven coverage of 
vaccines. High-income countries are rapidly 
rolling out vaccine programs, having moved 
to secure doses for themselves ahead of 
others. Meanwhile, low-income countries 
are only expected to achieve widespread 
vaccine coverage by the end of 20223. Their 
prolonged health crisis will further exacerbate 
the economic impacts of the pandemic for 
everyone, including high income countries, 
and impede their efforts to address poverty4.

The twin crises of our time

In Ethiopia, where only around 30 per cent 
of pre-primary aged children are enrolled 
in early education, Tearfund’s partner, the 
Ethiopian Kale Heywet Church Development 
Commission, has been working over many 
years to build pre-school aged children’s 
literacy and numeracy skills and prepare 
them for school. This early encouragement 
has had great results in increasing school 
enrolment rates, and reducing the incidence 
of children dropping out of school early.

When the first case of COVID-19 was 
confirmed there in March 2020, children’s 
education – like almost every other aspect 
of society – was disrupted. Schools had to 
close, along with other important activities 
like support groups for parents. When 
children miss out on an education, they can 
get caught in a cycle of poverty: without 
education, they have fewer opportunities to 
earn an income later in life. Breaking that 

cycle can change the course of a person’s life 
and unlock a world of other opportunities.

So that children could continue their 
education, and start to build the social skills 
to help them to thrive, teachers in the child 
literacy program Tearfund supports – all of 
whom are volunteers – started teaching 
children in groups of no more than four in 
their own homes, following strict COVID 
safety guidelines.

The impact of COVID-19
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Even before COVID-19, the impact of climate 
change was making poverty and hunger 
worse, and threatening to displace millions  
of people from their homes.
 
The world is rapidly warming and our global 
community is increasingly experiencing its 
impacts: more intense and frequent droughts, 
floods, fires and other climate disasters, 
pressure on food production, increased water 
scarcity and sea-level rise.  
 
As Christians, we believe that “the earth is 
the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and 
all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). God has called 
humanity not to be the owners of creation, 
but stewards of it. The bible speaks of God 
giving humans “dominion” over creation: a 
position that comes with the responsibility to 
care for it. When we damage the earth and 

deplete or pollute its natural resources, we 
spoil what isn’t ours, but rather is God’s gift, 
entrusted to us. Furthermore, we unjustly and 
unlovingly rob others, including people facing 
poverty and the future generations, of their 
share of God’s abundant provision.
 
At Tearfund, we are seeing the injustice 
of climate change as it impacts the 
communities that we work with, the evidence 
of its undermining the global effort to end 
hunger and poverty. We witness the rains 
becoming less predictable, crops failing, 
diseases spreading into new areas and the 
frequency and devastation of hurricanes 
and floods growing. We hear the plea from 
our Christian partners around the world and 
communities in Pacific nations for substantive 
action to be taken to address what is, for 
them, an existential threat. 

Climate change 
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In rural northern India, farmers are 
increasingly experiencing the impacts of 
climate change, facing unpredictable rainfall, 
water scarcity and harsh conditions. For 
people who rely on what they grow to feed 
their family and earn an income, these 
environmental changes present a serious 
challenge. For many, the only option is to 
move away from their homes in search of 
work in bigger cities, separating them from 
their families. 

Tearfund’s project partner in India, EFICOR, 
is training local people in ways of farming 
that better suit the conditions here. They’re 
also implementing various strategies to help 
improve access to water. Farmers are now 
achieving greater crop yields and are better 
able to provide for their families.

“We were not able to earn 
enough even for our bread 
and butter before,” says 
Maliram, a farmer and father 
of six who, thanks to the 
training, no longer needs to 
migrate in search of work.

“The whole village will benefit 
from this training in the future 
… This village has become 
aware about good farming. 
Children are also going to 
school and good houses will 
be built in the village.”

Climate change, hunger and the need for action
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JESUS SAID TO THEM,  
“GO INTO ALL THE WORLD 
AND PREACH THE GOSPEL  
TO ALL CREATION.”  
MARK 16:15
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In the bible, the people of God were 
commanded to consecrate each 50th year as 
a Jubilee year (Leviticus 25). It was a God-
inspired vision of reset, embedded in the 
way of life for God’s redeemed and liberated 
people, to restore the social, economic and 
ecological balance to harmony. Debts were 
to be forgiven and slaves to be set free. 
Economic inequalities were to be reset, with 
land (the primary means of sustenance) to 
be restored to its ancestral owners. The land 
and the animals were to be granted a year of 
rest to repair and heal. In Luke 4, when Jesus 
announces and outlines the public purpose 
of his ministry, he calls upon this vision of 
Jubilee and proclaims that in him, the Christ, 
God’s promise of ultimate reset – freedom 
and restoration for all creation – is fulfilled.

At this pivotal moment in our world, as we 
face the immediate crisis of COVID-19 and 
the accelerating crisis of climate change, we 
have an opportunity, as Christians and leaders 
in the church, to be a voice for a Jubilee vision 
of reset and restoration. To shine God’s light 
on the brokenness in our systems; to call for 
change in ways that express God’s justice and 
desire for all creation to rest and repair, to be 
liberated and to flourish.

Dramatic transformation of 
our current systems is needed 
so that all people, now and 
into the future, have the 
opportunity to experience the 
fullness of life God intends for 
us in Christ. 

The global response to the pandemic  
was action at an unheralded scale. The kind 
of action that shows us that the dramatic 
transformation we desperately need  
is possible.  
 
As a wealthy nation, Australia can play an 
important role not only in helping the world’s 
vulnerable communities to recover from the 
pandemic, but also in tackling the ongoing 
tragedy of poverty and the deepening crisis  
of climate change. 
 
Now is the time for a new Jubilee. Now is the 
time to build a more just, compassionate and 
sustainable society so that all people and all 
creation can flourish as God intended.

The opportunity 
we have

Reset.For All Creation – Paper for Leaders



14 Reset.

For 50 years, Tearfund has worked alongside 
our Christian partners in some of the world’s 
most challenging places to end poverty, 
challenge inequality and build sustainable 
communities. We are motivated by our 
belief that, through Jesus, all people may 
experience fullness of life.  Here in Australia 
and around the world, we have led the call 
for more and better aid and for action to care 
for God’s creation by tackling climate change 
and plastic waste. We’ve driven conversations 
about faith and consumerism and journeyed 
alongside the church, praying and seeking 
God’s Kingdom come.

The Jubilee vision of justice 
and freedom for the poor 
and care for God’s creation 
has always been at the  
heart of Tearfund’s mission 
and purpose. And throughout 
our history, we have seen 
the transformational work of 
our partners directly impact 
the lives of millions of people 
experiencing poverty.
 
At a time when our world 
faces challenges like never 
before, we want to invite you 

and your church to be part 
of a conversation about 
the “new and old” story of 
God’s Jubilee and how it 
could shape this once-in-a-
generation opportunity to do 
things differently. 

We want to journey with you as, together, 
we play our part in building a more just, 
compassionate and sustainable world - for  
all creation. 

Three things you can do:

1/ Pray  
and Learn

Pray for those who are facing poverty around 
the world, and for our nation’s leaders. Pray 
for God’s wisdom and leading in how you 
and your church respond to the crises we 
face: your role in reshaping a more just, 
compassionate and sustainable society. Go 
deeper in prayer with the resources Tearfund 
has created to help you learn more about 
the issues and share these ideas with your 
congregation.

tear.link/kitfac

Our invitation 
to you as  
a leader in  
the church

For All Creation – Paper for Leaders



2/Join  
The Call For  
All Creation 

Add your voice and encourage Australia’s 
leaders to provide the vital support and 
action that is needed to help our most 
vulnerable neighbours recover from the 
pandemic and reset towards a more just, 
compassionate and sustainable society.  
 
tear.link/callfac

 

3/Explore 
a Tearfund 
Church 
Partnership 

Find out how your church can partner with 
Tearfund to encourage action, increase your 
impact, and empower your people around 
issues of poverty and injustice.

tear.link/churchfac
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To explore these ideas further with Tearfund, please contact a member of the 
Church Engagement team on 1800 244 986 or enquiries@tearfund.org.au. 
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BEHOLD, I AM DOING A 
NEW THING; NOW IT 
SPRINGS FORTH, DO YOU 
NOT PERCEIVE IT? 
I WILL MAKE A WAY IN 
THE WILDERNESS AND 
RIVERS IN THE DESERT.
ISAIAH 43:19
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Tearfund Australia
We’re working in partnership with 
local Christian agencies to end 
poverty, challenge inequality and 
build sustainable communities. 
Following Jesus, we go where the 
need is greatest, acting with courage 
to tackle injustice so that all may 
experience fullness of life.

National Office
PO Box 164  
Blackburn Victoria 3130 
1/4 Solwood Lane 
Blackburn Victoria 3130 
ABN 85 085 413 832

Toll Free: 1800 244 986 
T: (03) 9264 7000 
E: info@tearfund.org.au
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