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2020 was one of the 
hottest ever years on record, 
coming at the end of our 
warmest decade. The global 
temperature, which has 
already risen by 1.1°C since 
pre-industrial times, is on 
track to rise as much as  
3.2°C in the next 80 years.1 

For All Creation – Climate Change Q&AReset.



What is climate change?
Climate change refers to changes in the 
planet’s average temperature, and shifts  
in weather patterns that result from  
these changes.

While the earth’s climate has experienced 
changes throughout history - for example,  
ice ages and periods of warming - strong 
scientific evidence shows that our earth is 
rapidly heating, and that this is happening  
much faster than previous climatic changes.2 
Scientists also agree that the significant  
changes we’ve seen in recent decades have 
been due to human activity.

Dr Katharine Hayhoe, an atmospheric  
scientist and Christian, explains it this way: 
“The heat-trapping gases we produce whenever 
we burn coal or gas or oil – as well as from 
deforestation, land use change and agriculture 
– are wrapping an extra blanket around our 
planet. This blanket is trapping heat inside the 
climate system that would otherwise escape to 
space. That’s why we’re warming.” 3

Why should Christians care 
about climate change?
As Christians, we have good theological reasons 
to be concerned about our stewardship of God’s 
glorious creation. We believe that “The earth is 
the Lord’s and everything in it, the world and 
all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). God has called 
humanity not to be the owners of creation, but 
stewards of it. When we damage the earth and 
deplete or pollute its natural resources, we spoil 
what isn’t ours, but rather is God’s gift,  
entrusted to us.  

God also calls us to act justly and to love 
our neighbours. Climate change is having a 
disproportionate impact on our vulnerable 
neighbours living in our world’s poorest 
communities. When we live in ways that 
degrade God’s creation and harm the lives  
of others we unjustly and unlovingly rob others, 
including people facing poverty and the  
future generations, of their share of God’s 
abundant provision.
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The impact of climate 
change on global poverty
The deepening climate crisis is setting back 
our hard-won progress to end extreme 
poverty. People living in poverty are both more 
vulnerable to the effects of climate change, and 
the least resourced to adapt to it.4 It is one of 
the greatest injustices of our time: the poorest 
3.5 billion people are responsible for just 10 
per cent of carbon emissions, but these same 
people are already facing the worst impacts of 
climate change.5 

Climate change, hunger 
and the need for action
In rural northern India, farmers are increasingly 
experiencing the impacts of climate change, 
making it harder to grow enough to feed their 
families and make a living. This video shows 
how Tearfund’s project partner in India, EFICOR, 
is helping farmers like Maliram to adapt to the 
changing climate with new ways of farming. 
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Without urgent action, 
climate change could 
push an additional 
132 million people into 
poverty by 2030.6

As temperatures rise, rains are becoming 
less reliable and droughts, bushfires, 
floods and storms are becoming more 
frequent and extreme. For people 
who rely on what they grow to feed 
their family and earn an income, 
environmental changes present a 
serious challenge. 

In our own region, climate change 
threatens to displace large numbers of 
Pacific communities from their homes 
and livelihoods. The Torres Strait is 
facing a number of climate change risks, 
including coastal erosion and sea water 
inundation.7 Some islands in the Torres 
Strait could become uninhabitable 
within decades if global temperatures 
keep rising at their current rate, and 
there is a real threat that entire island 
nations will be lost to the sea.8



Action taken in the next 10 years  
will be critical in limiting global warming.
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What’s being done to  
tackle climate change?
In 2015, 195 countries came together to 
discuss how to tackle climate change. 
This resulted in the Paris Agreement, a 
groundbreaking commitment to stop the global 
average temperature from increasing by more 
than 2°C, and to try to limit it to 1.5°C. But 
despite this, global emissions are still rising.  
To limit warming to 1.5°C, we need to reduce all 
our carbon emissions to zero as fast as possible 
– all the heat-trapping gases that come from 
transport, aviation, power, industry and food 
production – and we need to phase out the use 
of fossil fuels. In fact, carbon emissions need to 
reduce at an unprecedented pace, starting now, 
between 8 and 15 per cent every year.9

In April 2021, US President Joe Biden hosted 
a climate summit which saw a number of 
countries strengthen their commitments on 
climate change. Main announcements include:

• Japan committed to a 46 per cent cut by 
2030 on 2013 emissions10

• US increased its 2030 emissions reduction 
target to 50-52 per cent 
 

• The UK committed to a 78 per cent 
emissions reduction by 2035

• The EU passed the first European Climate 
Law just before the summit, with targets of 
55 per cent emissions cuts 1990-2030 and 
net zero by 2050.

Action taken in the next 10 years will be 
critical in limiting global warming.  
The United Nations Climate Change Conference 
(COP26) scheduled for November 2021 will 
be a crucial opportunity for global leaders to 
come together and assess what progress has 
been made towards meeting the commitments 
made in Paris in 2015, and set emissions 
reduction targets that put the world on track to 
limit warming to no more than 1.5°C.

There’s growing support from people around 
the world for climate action. In late 2020, a 
UN Development Programme global opinion 
survey on climate change found that two-thirds 
of people consider the climate crisis a “global 
emergency”. The poll also showed strong 
support for policy action.

How to take action
Join The Call For All Creation and encourage 
Australia’s leaders to provide the vital support 
and action that is needed to help our most 
vulnerable neighbours recover from the 
pandemic and reset towards a more just, 
compassionate and sustainable society.  

www.tearfund.org.au/forallcreation/thecall

For more resources and ways  
to take action visit 

www.tearfund.org.au/forallcreation
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FOR ALL  CREATION
THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S,  
AND EVERYTHING IN IT,
THE WORLD,  
AND ALL WHO LIVE IN IT… 
PSALM 24:1



Tearfund Australia
We are Tearfund. We’re working 
in partnership to end poverty, 
challenge inequality and build 
sustainable communities. Following 
Jesus, we go where the need is 
greatest, acting with courage to 
tackle injustice so that all may 
experience fullness of life.

National Office
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Blackburn Victoria 3130 
1/4 Solwood Lane 
Blackburn Victoria 3130 
ABN 85 085 413 832

Toll Free: 1800 244 986 
T: (03) 9264 7000 
E: info@tearfund.org.au
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