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Introduction
God has gifted humanity with a beautiful
and abundant world, and tasked us with
treasuring and stewarding it for the
benefit of all.

FOR ALL

Through our God-given creativity and
resourcefulness, we have done a tremendous
job of tapping into that abundance. The
last two centuries have seen extraordinary
improvements in human health and
productive capacity.

CREATION

THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S,
AND EVERYTHING IN IT,
THE WORLD,
AND ALL WHO LIVE IN IT…
PSALM 24:1
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Sadly, however, the fruits of this progress
have not been shared. While there have been
benefits for many, hundreds of millions of
people have been excluded and exploited.
At the same time, our quest for unconstrained
economic growth has pushed the natural
world beyond its limits.
Species are vanishing from the planet at more
than 100 times their normal rate 1+2, oceans
are acidifying3, and climate catastrophes like
floods, fires, droughts and hurricanes are
intensifying 4. The climate crisis is already
exacerbating poverty and hunger, while
threatening to displace millions of people
from their homes.5
In the year before the COVID-19 pandemic,
5.2 million children died of mostly preventable
causes before their fifth birthday 6, 689 million
people lived in extreme poverty and 690
million lived in hunger7+8.
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And as the pandemic swept through the
world, it is the poor who have been impacted
the most. Economic decline is forecast to
push some 150 million people into extreme
income poverty and doubled the amount of
people facing acute hunger9, while school
closures and falls in family income may force
24 million children to drop out of school10.

The pandemic and the
increasing impacts of climate
change are compounding
and exposing what has
been evident for too long.
The way we have structured
our society and the global
economic system is broken.
A reflection of our own
brokenness, they fail to serve
God’s purpose for all people
and all of creation to flourish.
A dramatic transformation of our current
systems is needed so that all people, now
and into the future, have the opportunity to
experience the fullness of life God intends
for us in Christ.
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The crises we face
COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic has meant that for
the first time in decades, progress to end
poverty is being reversed11. The impact of
the pandemic has seen economies shrink,
supply chains disrupted, schools closed
and remittances cut off. Some 370 million
children are missing out on meals from
school feeding programs, and millions more
are being impacted by reduced household
income and consumption12.

The impact of COVID-19

In Ethiopia, where only around 30 per cent
of pre-primary aged children are enrolled
in early education, Tearfund’s partner, the
Ethiopian Kale Heywet Church Development
Commission, has been working over many
years to build pre-school aged children’s
literacy and numeracy skills and prepare
them for school. This early encouragement
has had great results in increasing school
enrolment rates, and reducing the incidence
of children dropping out of school early.

Recovery efforts in low-income countries are
being hampered by the uneven coverage of
vaccines. High-income countries are rapidly
rolling out vaccine programs, having moved
to secure doses for themselves ahead of
others. Meanwhile, low-income countries
are only expected to achieve widespread
vaccine coverage by the end of 202213. Their
prolonged health crisis will further exacerbate
the economic impacts of the pandemic for
everyone, including high income countries,
and impede their efforts to address poverty14.
So that children could continue their
education, and start to build the social skills
to help them to thrive, teachers in the child
literacy program Tearfund supports - all
of whom are volunteers - started teaching
children in groups of no more than four in
their own homes, following strict COVID
safety guidelines.

When the first case of COVID-19 was
confirmed there in March 2020, children’s
education – like almost every other aspect
of society – was disrupted. Schools had to
close, along with other important activities
like support groups for parents. When
children miss out on an education, they can
get caught in a cycle of poverty: without
education, they have fewer opportunities to
earn an income later in life. Breaking that
cycle can change the course of a person’s life
and unlock a world of other opportunities.
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Australia’s part in
the global recovery
Globally more than US$14 trillion has been
spent by governments to address the
pandemic and its economic fallout. This
is a staggering figure.15 It is more than 90
times the annual global aid budget, 25 times
the total yearly income of all low-income
countries16, and more than 5.5 times what
the World Economic Forum estimates is
needed annually to invest in transitioning
the global economic system to one that is in
harmony with nature17. This level of spending
shows that the resources needed to radically
transform the lives of people living in poverty
and build a sustainable future are available,
multiple times over.
Australia gives just 0.22% of its gross
national income in aid, making it one of the
least generous nations among the official
aid giving nations, ranking 19th out of 27.
Indeed, while the global trend has been
to increase aid generosity since the year
2000, as part of commitments to global
development goals, Australia has been one of
the few countries to reduce its generosity18.
Australia’s response to the pandemic shows
that we have the capacity to do so much
more. To date the Federal Government has
spent upwards of $289 billion in actions
to manage and mitigate the health and
economic impacts of the pandemic19.
Injections of liquidity (money printing) by the
Reserve Bank have seen a further $200 billion
used to assist the Australian economy20.
Collectively, that is more than 100 times our
current annual spending on aid. Like many
nations around the world, we’ve shown that
when the need is crucial, we will find the
resources to meet it.
Australia’s recent actions give us reason
to hope. In recognition of the enormous
economic impact the pandemic is having
on Australia’s Pacific neighbours, Australia
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has announced it will provide an additional
$1.1 billion of support over four years. It is
Australia’s first increase of aid in real terms
since 2014. It also recently committed a
further $100 million to further assist with
vaccine access in low-income countries.
In addition, the Government decided
that it will expand the amount of funding
provided for climate finance (adaptation and
mitigation) from its previous commitment of
$1 billion over 5 years, to $1.5 billion over
five years.
These measures are strategic, well targeted
and should be applauded. They are notable
steps in Australia’s contribution towards
building a more just, compassionate and
sustainable world for the good of all.

The
difference
support can make
When the Indian government declared a
nationwide lockdown in response to the
spread of COVID-19, many of India’s daily
labour earners suddenly found themselves
unable to work, and with no income.
Tearfund’s local partner, EFICOR, launched
an emergency response to help vulnerable
people and raise awareness of the measures
they could take to prevent the spread of the
virus. Households were provided with relief
kits containing staples like rice, pulses, oil and
flour, as well as face masks and soap.
Sita Devi lives with her father-in-law and her
son, who is disabled, in a village in northern
India. When COVID-19 hit, both Sita and
her father-in-law were unable to work, and
food quickly began to run out. The ration
and hygiene kit they received from EFICOR
brought smiles to their faces. Sita says she
did not have any way to express her thanks.
The family was now assured of food to last
more than a month.
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Climate change
Even before COVID-19, the deepening climate
crisis was making poverty and hunger worse,
and threatening to displace millions of people
from their homes.

lower target means emissions need to fall
much more quickly in the short term.23

The world is rapidly warming and our global
community is increasingly experiencing its
impacts: more intense and frequent droughts,
floods, fires and other climate disasters,
pressure on food production, increased water
scarcity and sea-level rise.

Australia has committed to a 26-28%
reduction in emissions by 2030 compared to
2005 as part of the Paris Agreement; a range
of Government modelling suggests we are
on track to meet or beat this target. Relative
to 2005, overall emissions have fallen by
19%. Compared to 2000, emissions have
still fallen by 8.1% and are at their lowest
level since 199524.

At Tearfund, we are seeing these impacts
on the communities that we work with. We
witness the rains become less predictable,
crops fail, diseases spread into new areas and
the frequency and devastation of hurricanes
and floods grow.
We hear the plea from our partners around
the world and communities in Pacific nations
for substantive action to be taken to address
what is, for them, an existential threat.
Climate change threatens to displace large
numbers of Pacific communities from their
homes and livelihoods. In some cases, there
is a real threat that entire island nations are
lost to the sea.
Without co-ordinated, urgent, global action
the impacts for people and the rest of
creation will be substantial 21. The global
architecture for responding to climate
change is the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC). At
the 2015 UNFCC Paris Climate Conference, the
international community committed to keep
temperature rises “well below 2°C by 2100,
and preferably to 1.5°C” 22. To achieve these
targets, global CO2 emissions need to peak
now and then reduce to near or below zero
emissions by 2050. To achieve the preferable
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Climate action in Australia

However, there are substantial criticisms
of Australia’s response to climate change.
Most significantly, Australia’s targets are
inadequate to meet the Paris agreement
ambitions, and there is an absence of a
co-ordinated government response and
policies, particularly at the federal level,
to adequately drive Australia’s necessary
transformation to a low-emissions economy.
Australia’s lack of ambition and action on
climate change, relative to its global peers,
is also creating diplomatic and economic
costs for the nation. The EU, the UK and,
most significantly, the newly elected Biden
administration in the US25, are pushing hard
for their allies to increase their ambition and
are set to impose penalties for those that
don’t (including potential carbon border
adjustment taxes). Australia is firmly within
their sights26.
Australia’s Pacific Island neighbours have
been increasingly vocal about our lack of
action. A group of 14 Pacific leaders recently
wrote to Prime Minister Scott Morrison to
decry Australia’s climate target as “one of
the weakest”27.
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The impact of a
changing climate

In rural northern India, farmers are
increasingly experiencing the impacts of
climate change, facing unpredictable rainfall,
water scarcity and harsh conditions. For
people who rely on what they grow to feed
their family and earn an income, these
environmental changes present a serious
challenge. For many, the only option is to
move away from their homes in search of
work in bigger cities, separating them from
their families.

“The whole village will benefit
from this training in the future
… This village has become
aware about good farming.
Children are also going to
school and good houses will
be built in the village.”

Tearfund’s project partner in India, EFICOR,
is training local people in ways of farming
that better suit the conditions here. They’re
also implementing various strategies to help
improve access to water. Farmers are now
achieving greater crop yields and are better
able to provide for their families.

“We were not able to earn
enough even for our bread
and butter before,” says
Maliram, a farmer and father
of six who, thanks to the
training, no longer needs to
migrate in search of work.

10

Reset.

For All Creation – Campaign Paper

Reset.

11
11

The opportunity we have

JESUS SAID TO THEM,
“GO INTO ALL THE WORLD
AND PREACH THE GOSPEL
TO ALL CREATION.”
MARK 16:15
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In the bible, the people of God were
commanded to consecrate each fiftieth year
as a Jubilee year. It was a God-inspired vision
of reset, embedded in the way of life for God’s
redeemed and liberated people, to restore
the social, economic and ecological balance
to harmony. Debts were to be forgiven and
slaves to be set free. Economic inequalities
were to be reset, with land (the primary
means of sustenance) to be restored to its
ancestral owners. The land and the animals
were to be granted a year of rest to repair and
heal. In Luke 4, when Jesus announces and
outlines the public purpose of his ministry, he
calls upon this vision of Jubilee and proclaims
that in him, the Christ, God’s promise of
ultimate reset - freedom and restoration
for all creation - is fulfilled.
At this moment in our world, many people are
searching and calling for the transformative
change so desperately needed, and our
leaders are making decisions that will shape
the world we live in for decades to come. As
Christians, we have a unique opportunity at
this time to be a voice for a Jubilee vision of
reset. To shine God’s light on the brokenness
in our systems; to call for change in ways
that express God’s justice and desire for all
creation to rest and repair, to be liberated
and to flourish.
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There is profound hope in the opportunity
this moment presents. The pandemic is
showing us what we are capable of when
the need is clear. Societies across the planet
have dramatically curtailed their activity,
while enormous sums of money are being
materialised by governments to protect
lives and livelihoods.
It is action at an unheralded scale.
The kind of action that shows us that the
dramatic transformation we desperately
need is possible.
As a wealthy nation, Australia can play an
important role not only to help the world’s
vulnerable communities to recover from the
pandemic, but also to tackle the ongoing
tragedy of poverty and the deepening crisis
of climate change.
Now is the time for a new Jubilee. Now is the
time to build a more just, compassionate and
sustainable society so that all people and all
creation can flourish as God intended.
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Three ideas
for all creation
to flourish
As Christians, raising our voices in prayer
and action, we can shine God’s light and
be a powerful movement for change that
expresses God’s justice and desire for
all creation to flourish. Together, we can
show God’s love in action to help our most
vulnerable neighbours and reset towards
a more just, compassionate and
sustainable society.
Here are three ways we can encourage
Australia’s leaders to provide the vital support
and action that is needed to help our most
vulnerable neighbours recover from the
pandemic and reset towards a more just,
compassionate and sustainable society.

1/Stand with our
most vulnerable
neighbours to end
and recover from
the pandemic.
Australia should continue and expand its
pandemic support for the global community,
including our Pacific neighbours, to end and
recover from the pandemic.
Australia should lock in its recent increases
in aid contributions, in recognition that the
impacts from the pandemic will not fade
quickly. Further funding should be provided
for COVID-19 tests, treatments and vaccines
to end the pandemic along with additional
emergency relief to address hunger and
child malnutrition, which have risen rapidly,
and will have a devastating humanitarian
toll without global support and
co-ordinated action.
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2/Reset the
path to end
poverty.
Australia should contribute its fair share
to tackle the ongoing tragedy of poverty,
including more support for the world’s
poorest communities to adapt to and
mitigate the impacts of climate change.
Our Pacific neighbours have called on
Australia and countries across the world
to support the Green Climate Fund (GCF),
the principal climate financing mechanism
supported in the Paris agreement, and ensure
international climate funding commitments
are met.
Australia should double its contribution to the
Green Climate Fund, as part of a sustained
increase for climate financing.
In addition to this, Australia should establish
a timeline of no more than five years for
increasing aid to 0.5% of GNI, and a second
timeframe of no more than 10 years for
increasing funding to the internationally
agreed aid target of 0.7% of GNI.
The costs of reaching the 0.5% target,
when compared to the stimulus measures
the country is already taking, are relatively
small (in 2021-22 it would be just 1.2% of
the stimulus to date). Yet the benefits for
low-income countries in addressing poverty,
ending the pandemic and building back
sustainably will be enormous.
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3/Build a
sustainable
future for
all creation.
Australia needs to play its part in the urgent
and co-ordinated action that is required to
address climate change.
The Australian Government should move
to adopt a clear and robust framework for
addressing climate change.
One of the most broadly supported recent
policy initiatives to facilitate this has come
from Independent MP Zali Steggall. Steggall’s
proposed framework to address climate
change is backed by multiple sectors of
society and includes a clear science-based,
risk management approach to achieve our
obligations under the Paris Agreement,
For All Creation – Campaign Paper

including setting as a baseline a net-zero
emissions target by 2050.
In addition to this, we need better support
and co-ordination of the transition to
renewable energy generation.
Australia’s economy is already transitioning
to renewable energy. To help drive down
energy prices, improve reliability, boost
Australia’s competitive advantage globally
and strengthen Australia’s emissions
reduction pathway, a clear federal
government policy framework will be
eminently useful.
The Australian Government should
harness the broad-based public support
and current state initiatives for
transitioning to renewables, by creating
a federal plan for a just transition to zero
emission power generation.
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local Christian agencies to end
poverty, challenge inequality and
build sustainable communities.
Following Jesus, we go where the
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to tackle injustice so that all may
experience fullness of life.
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