
Owned by IPT Approved By Board Date Approved 25 Feb 2022 Next Review Feb 2026 Page 1 of 2 

  

Environment Policy 

1. Purpose 

This policy outlines Tearfund Australia’s commitment to promoting environmental stewardship and 
sustainability. 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to Tearfund Australia's operations based in Australia, and to aid and development 
projects undertaken with Tearfund’s international and Australian partners. 

3. Policy 

3.1. Background 

Tearfund affirms the biblical mandate to care for creation. Care for creation comes through the original 
intent, plan and resurrection narratives of the bible, and the profound truth that in Christ all things have 
been reconciled to God. Creation care is an issue that must be included in our response to the gospel. 
Love for God, our neighbours and the wider creation, as well as our passion for justice, compel us to urgent 
and prophetic ecological responsibility, even when this message is considered challenging. 

While climate change affects the whole world, it is those in poor and vulnerable communities who feel its 
impact most severely, and Tearfund’s partners across the world highlight the theme of climate change 
impacting their work and communities. Tearfund is inspired by its vision of biblical justice to approach the 
challenges of a changing climate in ways that seek to ensure that everyone is able to meet their needs 
that we live within environmental limits, that everyone lives fairly and has their fair share. This approach 
is consistent with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. 

3.2. Policy 

Tearfund will seek to promote environmental stewardship in all of its operations. As part of this, Tearfund 
will work to minimise its negative environmental impact. Tearfund seeks to model the practices that it 
encourages its supporters and international partners to adopt. 

Tearfund’s environmental objectives are to: 

a) Promote environmental awareness and positive behaviour change among Tearfund 
supporters. 

b) Minimise and offset carbon emissions attributable to the operation of Tearfund’s 
international and domestic program. 

c) Minimise pollution and waste from office operations and building improvements 
including proactively seeking to reduce, reuse and recycle.  

d) Prioritise environmental considerations in procurement and investment negotiations, 
highlighting our environmental values to service providers. 

e) Minimise pollution and waste from publications and supporter engagement activities. 

f) Ensure the appropriate management of environmental risks associated with partner 
development and humanitarian assistance projects. 

g) Improve the environmental outcomes of partner development and humanitarian 
assistance projects. 

h) Advocate for national and global action to address the impact of environmental 
degradation on the poor. 
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Tearfund recognises that environmental impacts arise from activities Tearfund views as 
necessary to its work and mission, including international and domestic air travel. Tearfund is 
committed to minimising this impact as well as measuring it wherever practical. 

Tearfund will offset carbon emissions via certified carbon credit schemes that also provide 
social benefits in keeping with Tearfund’s mission and values. 

Tearfund will manage risks to the environment that may arise from the development and humanitarian 
assistance projects we support. All Tearfund partner development and humanitarian assistance projects 
will be screened annually for environmental risk factors as part of the project appraisal process by 
International Program Officers (IPOs) and a record of these assessments will be kept. Partners will be 
supported to manage identified environmental risks. Tearfund will not support any activity that carries a 
risk of significant negative environmental impact. 

Tearfund will practice accountability by making this policy publicly available and publicly reporting on its 
environmental performance annually. 

4. Related References 

Tearfund policies and documents External policies and documents 

ACFID Code of Conduct and ACFID Code 
of Conduct: Commitment 3.3 We promote 
environmental stewardship and 
sustainability. 

Micah Network Declaration of Creation 
Stewardship and Climate Change 
Environment Policy Action Plan, 2009 

Renew Our World (Tearfund is an original 
party to the consortium), Restorative 
Economy (Tearfund UK report)  

International Development 
and Humanitarian Assistance Policy 

Tearfund Sustainable Procurement 
Guidelines 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The Lausanne Movement’s Creation 
Care Call to Action (Tearfund is a 
signatory) 

The Climate and Environment Charter for 
Humanitarian Organizations 

5. Definitions/Terminology Clarification 

Tearfund: In this document ‘Tearfund’, ‘the organisation’, ‘we’, ‘us’ or ‘our’ means Tearfund Australia. 

6. Change History 

This policy will be reviewed according to the policy review schedule (outlined in the Key Tearfund 
Documents Development and Management Policy) and in line with Tearfund Family standards. 

Date Modification 

May 2014 Policy revised in accordance with Strategy A.4.9 of Tearfund Strategic Plan 2013-18. 

Nov 2015 Updated Issuing Department from Board Exec to Environmental Working Group 

March 2018 Policy updated to include Renew our World materials, and to strengthen our stated commitment to 
Sustainability in line with wording in the ACFID Code. Also added mention of investments and proactive 
environmental measures.  

November 2021 Policy updated to update to ‘Tearfund’, expansion of our objectives to specifically reference our work in 
the management of environmental risks associated with partner development and humanitarian 
assistance projects. 

 


