God’s
Generosity

A resource for primary-aged kids

God’s
Generosity

A resource for primary-aged kids

FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS,
THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.
Matthew 6:21

Hello!
Welcome to our kids’ resource on God’s generosity. We hope that it supports you to
engage with your family, kids’ church or small group in a fun and interactive way about
the message of God’s love for the world this Christmas.
At Tearfund, we believe that everyone should have the chance to reach their Godgiven potential. And yet for many people around the globe, their ability to achieve
their potential is limited. Limited by poor access to education, food shortages, lack of
income or lack of a voice in their community.
We believe that the good news of Jesus means freedom for people facing the
challenges of poverty and injustice. Good news that calls us to action so that people
can be released from poverty and oppression.
We’re using Tearfund’s Useful Gifts Catalogue as an action/activity within this
resource. If you would like to get a copy or copies, you can call us on 1800 244 986 or
email usefulgifts@tearfund.org.au and we’ll send them out to you. You can also view
and order the catalogue online at www.usefulgifts.org.
Once again, thanks for engaging in this issue. Wishing you and your family much grace
and peace this Christmas.

Greg Hewson
Head of Communications and Education
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Intro + Discussion
As we head towards the Christmas season, it’s a great time to reflect on God’s
generosity.
Q. Does anyone know what generosity means?
God showed generosity to us when he sent Jesus as a very special Christmas present
to the world. So even though God calls us to be generous all the time, Christmas is a
special time when we can remember to be generous. We can celebrate Jesus’ birthday
and give to others to show God’s love!
Q. Why does God want us to be generous?
Q. Why do you think we should be generous with those around the world who don’t
have enough?

Blog: Kids talking about generosity
Read the blog linked below of kids talking about generosity. Let’s listen to what they
have to say and see if we had similar answers!
www.usefulgifts.org/blogs/blog/what-can-kids-teach-us-about-generosity
An optional activity could be to have children film interviews with other kids or leaders,
pretending to be news reporters hunting for stories about generosity.
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Bible stories about generosity
Q. Can anyone think of any stories in the Bible about generosity or sharing?
There are lots of stories in the Bible about sharing and generosity (e.g. God’s
instructions to the Israelites [Deut 24:19-22]; Ruth; Zaccheus; the early church in Acts
2). One of them is in the Gospel of Matthew. This is a story about a boy who generously
shared his lunch of bread and fish with Jesus, who then used it to feed 5000 people!
Read Matthew 14:13-21 and discuss the following questions:
Q. Imagine you are the boy who shared his lunch. You only had enough food packed
for yourself. How would you feel if Jesus’ disciples asked you to share it? What
would your reaction be to Jesus feeding the whole crowd with your lunch?
Q. How do you think the hungry people felt when they saw the food?
Q. What do you think this story tells us about how God wants us to live today?
Q. Can you give some examples of how we can be generous? At home, school, church
or with others both in Australia and around the world.
Because God has been so generous to us, we can be generous to others. And just like
the boy in the story, Jesus can take our generosity and use it way beyond what we
could do ourselves!

Generosity in action: Tearfund’s Useful Gifts
Hold up a few catalogues for different stores and ask the kids what they are and what
you’d use them for. Then hold up Tearfund’s Useful Gifts Catalogue.
Q. Has anyone seen this before? Do you know what “Useful Gifts” are? (Use the
following points to help explain the Useful Gift Catalogue)
Many people around the world don’t have enough to eat or enough money to live. They
may not have a toilet or access to safe water–they don’t have a tap like we have at
home.
Some kids don’t have a school near their house–they either miss out on school or have
to walk for a long time to get there. Other kids may not be allowed to go to school and
have to work at home or in the fields.
Tearfund’s Useful Gifts are gifts that help us to share with people who don’t have
enough. By donating money to Tearfund through buying a gift, like a goat, water,
education gift or health care, we can help share what God has given and give people a
chance to live a good life.
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Feature Story
Close your eyes for a minute and think about how many times you’ve washed your
hands today. After going to the toilet? Before you ate something? After playing outside?
Or patting your dog? What about when you go to school?
This year, we’ve been reminded more than ever that washing our hands is an important
part of staying healthy. These kids live in Zambia and until recently they didn’t
have a place they could wash their hands. Now, with the help of a local community
organisation that Tearfundfund partners with, they have built their own handwashing
station and learned tips about how to avoid getting sick. They are able to wash their
hands and teach others in their community what they’ve learned. Now they have a
happier, healthier school and a community able to flourish as God intended it.
Read more about this story here: https://www.usefulgifts.org/collections/all/products/
hand-washing-for-health (click on the ‘how your gift helps’ tab to read the full story)

More Useful Gifts stories (videos)
Chicken: www.usefulgifts.org/products/chickens#tab3
Vegie Garden: www.usefulgifts.org/products/vegetable-garden#tab3
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Craft: Make your own chicken
coop!
One of the ‘best sellers’ in Tearfund’s Useful Gifts Catalogue is
the Chicken, which supports people to have better access to good
food and steady income.
You will need: *paper or card to print the chicken templates; *decoration
supplies (pencils, textas, pompoms, stickers, fabric scraps etc - whatever you
like!); *large cardboard box, *chicken wire and hay (optional, for coop).
Download the chicken pattern here: http://bit.ly/2hwuid8
Print out enough chickens for the amount of kids in your group. Have the children cut
out and decorate their chook, give it a name and assemble the finished chickens in the
coop.
If you’re holding a Useful Gifts shop, set up the chicken coop on display and have the
kids share about the impact of the gift of a chicken!

Game idea: The Smarties (or coin) game
You will need: *a large packet of Smarties, or coins if you prefer not to use food; *small
plates or bowls, enough for one each (if using coins you don’t need these).
Get the kids to sit in a circle. Put a plate in front of each of them. Let them know that
today everyone is going to be given Smarties as a treat. Say that you are going to hand
them out now (but don’t eat them yet!).
Give some kids a lot, others a little, others only one. Keep the majority for yourself.
Ask: Is this fair? Get them to tell you how they are feeling. What about those who
received more smarties–how are they feeling? Do they think it’s fair?
After some discussion, redistribute the smarties. Ask the kids how old they are.
Anyone a certain age or above can then get 2 more Smarties than the others. Ask them
what they think of that? Get them to suggest some ideas to make it fairer. Ask them
why?
Finish the game in a way that everyone feels like they get a fair amount. You can let
the kids eat the smarties (or keep the coins)
After it’s finished, ask the kids what they think this game is about. How does this
relate to being generous and helping those who don’t have enough in the world?
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Prayer
You may like to finish the lesson in prayer with the children. Here is a suggestion for a
prayer, but feel welcome to create your own! You could even break up into groups to
pray for the communities and families that will experience the impact of Tearfund’s
Useful Gifts.
Dear God
Thank you for showing your love to us when you sent your son Jesus as the best
Christmas present ever.
We know you dream of a world where everyone lives a happy and full life, where
people have enough to eat, clean water to drink, good health and a chance to go to
school.
Help us to remember our neighbours, both near and far, who don’t have enough.
Help us to be generous and loving, like you are with us.
Amen

Going Deeper – some ideas!
Build a Village Our Build a Village gifts are a fun and
interactive expression of the holistic development work Tearfund
supports in communities facing poverty. With every gift you’ll get a
reminder of your donation: a small pop-up paper building for you to make
at home, church or school (and a postcard). Decorate them, set them up and
share them with friends and family.
www.usefulgifts.org/collections/build-a-village
Kids’ fundraiser for Tearfund Kids could run a small craft or bake stall and with the
money raised, choose items from the Useful Gifts Catalogue.
Kids’ Useful Gifts Shop Sell Useful Gifts on behalf of Tearfund. We provide you with a kit
and everything you need! With some adult/leader supervision, the kids can set up the
stall, decorate it and promote it. Get in touch and our team will talk you through it!
www.usefulgifts.org/pages/run-an-ug-shop
Family Gift As a family, go through the catalogue and choose a gift together. Each
family member may like to contribute some money towards the gift.

